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was sought and eve^ remedy was tried ; but the disease
had obtained too firm a hold to yield to treatment. Other
symptoms supervened; his digestion failed in spite of
caieful dieting ; symptoms of old age became more marked.
In several letters written about this time he remarks upon
his growing lack of energy and contemplates the relinquish-
raent of active work, but is afraid to follow this course lest
the change should aggravate his illness. His friends and
relatives besought him oflcn to take a prolonged rest, but
he could not be persuaded to give up the habits of a lifetime,
and was actually engrossed in municipal affairs till within
a few hours of his death. The day before he died he seemed
a little better and went for a drive. But during the night
and the following morning the pain became almost un-
bearable. Many persons called to enquire about him,
and were admitted to his presence; and from all of them
he asked forgiveness for any wrong he might have done
them. His medical attendant strove to alleviate the pain,
and during such momentary relief as he could give, Raneh-
hodlal murmured his final prayers to God. At length,
after oxygen had been administered and further relief had
become impossible he sank into a condition of semi-coma
and passed away quietly at eleven p.m.

The news of his death was received with wide-spread
regret. Telegrams and letters of condolence poured in from
a wide circle of friends and acquaintances; English and
Indian alike gave public expression to their sense of loss,
At six a.m. on the following morning his body was cremated
with the full rites of the Hindu religion, and during the
twelve months following his death his son, Madhavlal,
devoted a very large sum of money to the performance of
the various ceremonies prescribed for the welfare and repose
of the souls of the dead.

RanchhodlaTs death deprived Ahniadabad of the most
distinguished of its citizens, deprived the province of Gujarat
of its leading merchant prince, and robbed the State of one
of its most loyal and devoted subjects. His achievements in